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Start Any Home Business
With These 34 FREE Resources

HEY MAMA,
There are so many free resources and tools out there that it can make your head
spin. But having a good understanding of the free resources that are available is
important because you will need to use them to create content for, promote, and
share your at-home business.
 
Luckily, we no longer live in the "stone ages" where we have to jump in our cars
and head out to Kinkos, or wait an ENTIRE DAY for our short video advertisement
to load to our computer. Pretty much everything we need to share our businesses is
readily accessible on our smartphones, tablets or desktop computers!
 
I've designed this resource guide to help you learn many of the ABSOLUTELY
FREE WAYS that you can promote your businesses STARTING TODAY!

YOU'LL LEARN:

WHAT TOOLS TO USE

WHERE TO FIND THEM

WHY THEY MATTER

LET'S GET STARTED!

I'm so glad you're here,
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IMPORTANT NOTE:
EACH RESOURCE INCLUDES A CLICKABLE LINK TO ITS SITE

Free Advertising on Social Media
 
The most popular social media platform. Use this to build a business page, share
LIVE videos, share stories, and create groups to share exclusive content. On
your business page, you will be able to post links and content from other people
or pages. This platform is all about making connections with your followers. 
 
 
A digital magazine that you can use to share the lifestyle your brand is aiming to
create. Use Instagram to post stories, LIVE videos, or use IGTV-the newest
feature, which allows you to post short videos that you film on your phone. With a
business account, you can view insights and metrics on who is viewing your
photos and stories. This is not a good site to add links because you are only
allowed one clickable link in your Instagram bio.
 
 
A fun way to share quick photos or videos with your friends, family, or customers.
Popular with teens. Use this to share your day with your customers through your
story. This helps potential customers get to know you through your story.
 
 
A very fast-paced social media platform where you can say what you want with
only 140 characters. Use hashtags to get people to follow you. Build your
business by allowing your personality to shine through. 

Facebook

Instagram

Snapchat

Twitter

http://facebook.com/
http://instagram.com/
http://www.snapchat.com/
http://www.twitter.com/
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Free Content Creation Resources
 
Use this app to create pictures with professional looking text over them. You can
use your photos or search stock photos to create quote and/or logo images to
share on social media.
 
 
Another app that allows you to use your photos or searched stock photos to
create collages. You can add text to these as well.
 
 
Think of this as a free Microsoft Suite-like group of apps. You'll find
        -Google Docs (like Word) for word-processing
        -Google Sheets (like Excel) for data entry and calculation
        -Google Slides (like PowerPoint) to create presentations
        -Google Forms (there's no equivalent!) to create surveys and applications
 

 
Great to use if you have a business that is visual in nature (designing, fashion,
cooking/recipes). People can save or "pin" your posts to a board that they can
come back to later. The content you offer on Pinterest can link back to your blog
or website. 
 
 
A digital resume that you can use for business. You can use your business
profile to share content to your connections, and seek employees. Having a
business profile on LinkedIn will help you look professional and established.

Pinterest

LinkedIn

WordSwag

PicCollage

Google Apps Suite

http://www.pinterest.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/
http://www.wordswag.co/
http://www.pic-collage.com/
https://about.google/intl/en/products/?tab=wh&tip=one-tap-actions
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The great thing about using these apps is that you can use them anywhere
(phone, tablet, or desktop) and everything you do saves automatically. You'll
need to create a Google account to use these apps, but it's well worth it.
 
 
An amazing Google app that allows you to edit any pictures that you take. The
app is easy to use and makes editing photos a breeze. You can even add filters
and change the perspective on how pictures are viewed.
 
 
This app is great to create video (with text over them, if you'd like) to share on
Facebook, Instagram (IGTV),Twitter, or on your website/blog.
 
 
The best website/app combo for content creation! In fact, this document that you
are reading was created on Canva! Canva provides templates for Facebook,
Instagram, and many other social media platforms. You can also create e-books,
presentations, magazine covers etc... The possibilities are endless. With Canva,
you'll also have access to special fonts, elements, and backgrounds. And, of
course, you can add your own pictures or documents.
 
 
This website/app combo is great because you can use it edit pictures that you
upload and then use them to create content. PicMonkey also offers a large
amount of icons and artistic features that you can use to spruce up any content
that you create. Templates for many social media platforms are also included.
 

Snapseed (Android) (iOS)

Canva

PicMonkey

Google Apps Suite Continued

InShot (Android) (iOS)

http://takingbackyou.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.niksoftware.snapseed&hl=en_US
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/snapseed/id439438619?mt=8
http://www.canva.com/
http://www.picmonkey.com/
https://about.google/intl/en/products/?tab=wh&tip=one-tap-actions
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.camerasideas.instashot&hl=en_US
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/inshot-video-editor/id997362197?mt=8
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NCH Software Suite

Paint.net

This is a free, full service suite what offers several different sound and video
editing software options. If you are doing any work with podcasts, video, or sound
mixing, you will absolutely love NCH. 
 
 
This software is very bare bones, but it has some amazing features. You can use
this program to build logos, resize pictures without them looking pixelated, and so
much more. You can even use this program to invert colors (which is really
helpful) when you need to change the color of your logo to match a document
that you are adding it to.
 
 
 
 
This is an invaluable resource for saving content that you create. The great thing
about Dropbox is that you can download it to your computer and your phone and
any documents you save to your Dropbox will automatically sync on every device
where you are signed in. You can even sign in online and access documents that
way, if you aren't near your own computer or phone, for some reason.
 
 
This app (it can also be accessed through Google Chrome if you are signed into
your google account) is wonderful to help you remember and organize
information that you need for your business. You can record voice memos, make
lists, or use it to save text you'll need to copy and paste later. Even better--you
can share your "keeps" with others and any modifications you make to your
"keeps" automatically sync for everyone who has access to it.
 
 
This free online software is becoming super popular because it allows you to
organize tasks and projects with visual boards. They can also be shared.
 

Free Organization/Task Planning Resources

Dropbox

Google Keep

Trello

http://takingbackyou.com/
https://www.nchsoftware.com/
https://www.getpaint.net/
https://www.dropbox.com/
https://www.keep.google.com/
https://trello.com/en
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Wix.com
This website creator is a great way to get started when you want to build a
website, but don't know how. Wix offers customizable templates that are easy to
use. The best part--you don't need to purchase web hosting or anything like that.
It's the only website creator on this list because it's literally the best.
 
 
MailChimp is a free marketing platform that allows you to create automations,
email, digital ads, and landing pages for your business. It is literally a one-stop
shop to help you share your content and collect customer info. Templates are
offered and brand integration is easy to do. The only downside to MailChimp is
that is can't be used for network marketing companies, per their user policy.
 
 
This is just like it sounds--create quick landing pages so that you can share free
content with potential customers. This is great for the very beginner, because the
template options are low and it's really easy to stay on task. There aren't many
bells and whistles, but it's free and it gets the job done.
 
 
WordPress is pretty well-known in the blogging world. Free templates will allow
you to create a visually pleasing blog or website, with very little set up time. 
 
 
 
 
Gmail is the most popular email platform out there, and there's a very high
chance that you already have a gmail address that you use for personal email. I
recommend creating a professional sounding gmail address for your business so
that you can keep the emails that you receive for your business separate from

MailChimp

Free Communication Resources

QuickPages

Gmail

Free Websites and Landing Pages

WordPress

http://takingbackyou.com/
https://www.wix.com/
https://www.mailchimp.com/
https://quickpages.co/
https://www.mail.google.com/
https://wordpress.com/
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from your personal ones. The Gmail app allows you to sync several gmail
accounts at once, so that you can see them all, but keep them separate. You'll
want to be sure to use the same Gmail address for all of your Google functions
(Docs, Sheets, Forms, Slides, Duo, Voice, Google My Business and YouTube).
 
 
Using Zoom, you can set up free video chats with potentials and customers. The
beauty of Zoom is that you can schedule meeting calls and then send out the link
to invite people to join. You can even record the meeting and post it to social
media later, if people aren't able to attend at the time of the meeting. And don't
worry, you can call in from your phone and you can cut off the video, if you need
to attend a "meeting" but you're not exactly camera ready.
 
 
This app lets you make video calls to anyone. It's the FaceTime of Android, but I
added it to this list because you can use it on both Android and iOS products.
Great for business calls where a visual component is necessary.
 
 
This is a great resource that allows you to use your computer or tablet as a
phone. Even better, you can get a FREE telephone number from Google, and
use it as your business number. Using the Google Voice app on your phone will
make it easier to gauge who is calling your for business, since all calls can be
routed through the app. The best part is that you don't have to give anyone your
real phone number.
 
 
 
 
This is a must have for a brick and mortar business. You can set up your
business profile where you include pictures, set business hours, and holidays.
You can even engage with customers who leave reviews.

Zoom Video Conferencing

Free Business and Finance Resources

Google Duo

Google My Business

Google Voice

http://takingbackyou.com/
https://www.zoom.us/
https://duo.google.com/about/
https://www.google.com/business/?gmbsrc=ww-ww-et-gs-z-gmb-s-z-h~pro-z-u&ppsrc=GMBB0&utm_campaign=ww-ww-et-gs-z-gmb-s-z-h~pro-z-u&utm_source=gmb&utm_medium=et
https://voice.google.com/
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This is a free online small business accounting platform, and it's the best around.
Hands down. It's so good, that once you do start making a little cash, you still
won't want to give it up. It's that good. You can create and email invoices (and
get paid from them), receipts, estimates, keep up with accounts receivable... the
list goes on and on. Their reports generator is extensive, AND they are in beta for
including a POS (Point of Sale...think cash registers) right from the website.
 
 
A well-known name and a great way to get paid. You'll be able to get paid from
customers by setting up a business account, which will allow you to receive
money in your business' name. You can also use it to pay for business related
expenses. With PayPal, you'll be able to take credit cards, and you can even
request a free card swiper to take with you, should you need to accept payments
on the go. Money can be transferred into your account in a few days.
 
 
Another easy way to get paid. Customers can send you money via your Venmo
user name, or by scanning your Venmo code. You can leave the money on the
app to pay for your purchases, or transfer it to your back account, which only
takes a couple of days. Venmo is a subsidiary of PayPal.
 
 
 
 
Use this to create playlists to share to your followers or customers. Playlists can
be fun to set the mood and can help you find like-minded potentials. You can
also listen to podcasts on here, which is a great way to learn more.
 
 
While buying music from iTunes isn't free, it's free to download. Use it to buy
Royalty Free music, which you can use on the videos you create and share.

Wave Apps

Free Multimedia Tools

PayPal

Spotify

Venmo

iTunes

http://takingbackyou.com/
https://www.waveapps.com/accounting
http://www.paypal.com/
http://www.spotify.com/
https://www.venmo.com/
https://www.apple.com/itunes/?cid=OAS-US-DOMAINS-itunes.com
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Another Google platform; you can use YouTube to post the same videos that you
share on social media online, making them searchable content within search
engines. YouTube is also nice because you can share and embed the video link
in many places.
 
 
If you are looking to start a podcast, this is the easiest way to get started. You
can access everything through the app or the website, and record "segments" on
your phone (just hold it and talk like you do when you're talking to someone on
the phone), or with a microphone (I suggest the Yeti microphone for its sound
quality).

YouTube

Anchor.Fm

Enjoy, Mama and Get to Work!

Of course, like with anything there's a learning curve. And several of these
resources are free to begin with, but you'll want to upgrade once you get more
customers so that you have more options. This list is by no means extensive, but it
is definitely a great start.

http://takingbackyou.com/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.anchor.fm/

